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NEW SERIES. 


Vol. IX. Carthage, Ohio, March 1, 1841. 3e 


NEW GOVERNMENT AND NEW SOCIETY 
PREDICTED BY THE FROPHETS.—No. 2. 


Behold I create New Heavens and a New Earth. 
ISAIAH 65€. 


Were Daniel’s image in its terribleness presented to our sight 
in the twilight, or rather, ata moment when we could only 
discern that the enormous spectacle wore tle human form, we 
would necessarily be greatly alarmed. And were a heavenly 
watcher deoceniiltg at the monrent of our perplexity to bid us 
with the v@ice of heaven, keep our eye steadily upon that mage 
and consider the issue ; that a ray of intense light would break 
upon it immediately, traverse it from the head downward, and 
successively enlightening the several parts of its vast, its 
dreadful form, passing off at the toes, for that the greatest con- 
ceivable changes in the condition of the human family would at 

this last juneture occur, would not philanthropy suddenly - 
mingling with our astonishment, prompt us to watch the ap- 
earance and progress of the ray of light with the intensest 
. iMterest! Well, we gaze upon the image—all its terrors height- 
ened by the gloom through which it is beheld, when, itke a | 


glance of lightning, the ray springs upon the head, which is ae 
now seen to be of fine gold, glowing with an effulgence that a 
is insufferable: we are overwhelmed: the ray burns witha # = | 


fixed and steady light, and seems immovable, but the word of him 
who cannot lie, has gone forth—has declared that it shall trav- 
erse the idol of royalty from head to foot; and accordingly after 
» along and anxious season the ray is perceived tohave materially 
changed its point of incidence, and to be in fact shining upon 
its breast and arms which areof silver! IJts belly and thighs of ~«_— 
brass now glow under the intensity of the sunbeam, as if they “oa 
were in a furnace; whgn the sign of revolution and ofa better-. 
_order of things, continuing its progress downwards, enters the | 
legs, which are beheld to be of all-conquering iron, strong, and 
exceedingly terrible. It moves onward, and shines in the feet, : 
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which are part of iron and part of clay: when at last it falls upon 


the toes;-and finally is seen to shine partly beyond them. e 


are alarmed for the issue. Thunderings and earthquakes are 
heard, and the vaulted heaven seems ready to burst with the 
din of revolution, of war, and the noise of contending armies. 
But above it all are heard the songs of heaven: the sainis are 


now to be eternally rewarded, and with great voices they give 


glory to God, crying amain, **The kingdoms of this world are 
become the Kingdoms of our God and of his Messiah.” ; 
Now, do! need toinform my reader that thesign—the revo- 
lutionary index on the great dial of prophecy—Daniel’s image, 
is pointing in a slight degree beyond the toes, and that we are 
on the verge, the very verge of by far the most important and 
general revolution, civil and religious, that has ever marked the 
progress of human history? No, my reader; you must see 
ourself, that if there is any credit to be attached to prophecy— 
if the Bible is true, and if there be any thing truly daaibiant in 
the striking symbol of antiquated royalty of which we have been 
speaking, then the time is come; the age of suffering Chris- 
tianity is expired, and we may hope from this moment to 
behold the greatest conceivable national changes: revolution 
will succeed revolution in rapid succession till the rights of life 
and happiness among the human family are placed on an infal- 
lible basis. 
When interpreters of the Scriptures imagined that the world 
was to come to an end; or because the old world was to te de- 
stroyed, therefore the Messiah was to descend from heaven, 
they left themselves no room for inquiring into the nature of 
what was to follow, in relation either to government or society. 
All inquiry was anticipated by this view of the matter, and 
hence perhaps the reason why So little is known of the new 
order of thingsof which we write. Hence also the reason why 
so few have attempted to ig | the idea of a new people from 
the writings of the prophets. Be it observed, however, that it 
Was at the time at which the sign was in the feet, or when 
"eho was in the toes of Daniel’s imperial image, that the 
ittle stone smote it, broke it in pieces, and scattered it to the 
four winds of heaven. Now, it would be, in our humble 
judgment, incompatible with our ideas of right reason to con- 
clude that the world was to come toan end at the very moment 
when Christianity had achieved its noblest victory, namely: the 
destruction of bad government in those parts of the world in’ 


which itis known: for it is the government of civilization 
-_ which is chiefly looked at by John and Daniel. 


But that we 
might understand that the destruction of royalty and the world © 
itself are not co-etaneous, but are matters wholly distinct, 
the prophet expressly informs us that at the period when the. 
first of these shall occur, the little stone will become a moun- 


‘ 
6 
é 
Hg. 
Fy 
‘ 
3 = 
P 
. 
> 
g 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 


tain, and fill the whole earth; in other words, Christianity will 


pracne’ but rapidly become the religion of mankind, and the 
ingdoms of the world become the Kingdoms of our God and 
his Messiah. 

When the history of the great empires and kingdoms of 
anciert and modern date, indicated in the 2d chapter of 
Daniel by the metallic idol, is again anticipated in the 7th chap - 
ter, and displayed under the alarming symbols of fierce wild 
beasts, the Son of Man is revealed as coming in the clouds of 
heaven, and presenting himself before God, prefigured side 
as the President of the Jewish Sanhedrim. Atthat moment he 
receives universal dominion, ‘‘that all people, nations and 
- danguages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not paas away, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed.”—Dan. 7, xiv. But take 
notice; this coming of the Son of Man is explained in verse 
22d to mean the government of the saints. ‘‘Judgment was 
given to the saints of the most high, and the time came that 
the saints possessed the kingdom.” ‘And the kingdom and 
dominion and greatness of the Kingdom under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the saints of the Most High, whose 
Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him.’—Dan. 7, xxvii. By all this I understand 
the universal prevalence of Christianity, and the changes in 
the governmentand in the people which keep pace with it in its 
progress around the world. | 
Bat up tothe introdaction of the better order of things which is 


to distingaish the reign of the saints, the government indicated — 
by the toes of the royal image, and by the ten horns of the last 


of the fierce wild beasts, is to continue and prevail. At this 
moment however, ten of these horns shall turn against the 
eleventh and destroy it, as we learn from the Revelations c. 17, 
But this violence of the ten horns against the eleventh is to be 


the symbol orsign of their own destruction, for the whole eleven — 


are destined to the enjoyment of imperial authority only for the 
same length of time: they receive power one hour with the 
beast; so that bad government and corrupted religion within the 
limits of Christendom are to come to their end together. Then 
within these domains to which the prophecy relates, the new 
government and new people wi!l appear; and thence as from 
an enlightened centre, be diffused a!l over the world. But it 
is a centre of light that Providence has been creating since the 
days of Luther; for it is in religion as it isin nature, light 
radiates from acentre. There is something curious in the fact 
that interpreters are in favor of France rather than any other 
nation as being that centre. And the problem of new society 
is supposed by some to have already been solved by a distin- 
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_ But toshed,if possible, some light upon our text, let us call it 
up. If by new heavens and a new earth are meant new gov- 
ernment and a new people, why skeuld the Holy Spirit have 
obscured the prophecy by wrapping it up in a diction so per- 
fectly symbolic, as that which characterizes the text? Why 
should heaven be put for government, and earth for the people? 
To this question we return the answer given by illustrious 
persons who have written upon it. 

‘*sSymbolic language,”’ says one, ‘*the prime source of pro- 
phetic obscurity was used, not only because a degree of 
obscurity was expedient, but because it was a method of com- 
municating ideas prevalent among mankind, and 
generally apptoved. This was especially the casein Judea and 
the East, and at the time the Revelations were formed, and the 
Hebrew prophecies were promulgated.” ‘‘What,” asks Bishop 
Hurd was more natural than that a style of expression that was 
employed in the theology of the Eastern world, in its poetry, in 
its philosophy, and all the sublime forins of composition,—what 
wonder, I say, if this customary, this authorized, this admired 
strain of language, should be that in which the sacred writers 
should convey their highest and mo3t important revelations to 
mankind.” Symbolic figures, says Vetringa, quoted by the 
same author, if they are constructed with judgment and felicity 
of adaptation, as are truly those of the Apocalypse, are most 
beautiful; they keep the mind of the reader in suspense, and 
serve as a stimulent to his attention and curiosity. Besides 
_ they are fundamentally mistaken who apprehend that the sym- 
bols of the prophets are not only difficult to be understood, but — 
that they are altogether vague and indeterminate. On the 
contrary, as Bishop Hurd observes, the symbolical language is 
reducible to rule, and is constructed on sueh principles as make 
it the subject of just criticism and rational interpretation.—Jl- 
lustrations of Prophecy. 

That there were other reasons why prophecy should be 
veiled, and its diction obscured by symbols, types, figures and 
emblems, might very easily be shown; out we will suspend 
further apology for the present, and introduce at this point the 
observations of the learned touching the symbols in our text. 
The following we extract from ‘Illustrations of Prophecy.” 

‘‘According to the extent of the subject, ‘Heaven sigsifies, 
symbolically, the Ruling Power, or Government; that is, the 
whole assembly of the ruling powers, which, in respect of the 
subjects or earth, are a political heaven, being over and ruling 


the subjects, as the natural heaven stands over and rules the 


earth.’ Mighty changes and revolutions,’ Bishop Newton 
more briefly observes,’ according to the prophetic style, are 
expressed by great commotions in the earth and in the heavens.’ 
‘In the prephetic language,’ says Dr. Sykes, ‘the heavens are 
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‘ 
put for the higher powers, and those who enjoy great digniities 
-and honors.’ {n like manner, Joseph Mede, in the paragraph 
which follows his citation of our Lord’s prophecy, declares, that 
in the diction of scripture. the political world is sometimes 
spoken of as having an earth and a heaven, with the figurative 
host of ‘kings, princes, peers.’ Mr. Townson speaking of the 
verse under consideration, says, ‘this is the symbolical lan- 
guage of prophecy to signify the ruin of great personages and 
kingdoms;’ Brenius asserts, that the syanbols employed in it 
are every where used to denote the overthrow of kingdoms and 
a mighty revolution in human affairs; and it is declared by 
Dr. Wall, that ‘by these names of sun, moon, stars falling, are 
' 60 constantly meant temporal powers, kings, princes, govern- 
ments, that we must understand them so here. Sir Isaae 
Newton indeed lays it down as a matter to be taken for granted, 
that ‘in sacred prophecy, which regards not single persons, 
the sux is put for the whole species and race of kings, in the 
kingdom or kingdoms of the world politic, shining with regal 
power and glory.’ ‘T%e sun,’ says Vitringa, ‘in the prophetic 
diction signifies kings shining with great majesty.’ ‘Kings and 
princes,’ observes Mr. Lowth, are ‘expressed in the prophetical 
style by the name of sun, moon and stars.’ The learned Dr. 
John Owen, who was dean of Christ’s Church and Vice-chan- 
cellor of Oxford, ‘you may take it for a rule, that in the denun- 
ciations of the judgments of God, through all the prophets, 
Aecavens, sun, moon, s‘ars—are taken for governments, gov- 
ernors, dominions in political states.’ ‘The holy prophets,’ says 
Bishop Warburton, ‘call kings and empires by the names of the 
heavenly luminaries; and a little farther he adds, ‘stars falling | 
from the firmament.are employed to denote the destruction of 
s | the nobility.’ In like manner Sir I. Newton says, ‘the stars are 
| put for subordinate princes and great men.’ his long list of 

° testimonies [ shall conclude by stating the opinion of an illus- 

. ° trious Jew of the 12th century. Moses Maimonides, in tom- 
menting upon those words of [saiah (34, iv) the host of heaven 
shall be dissolved’ and in observing that s/ars, in the symbolic 
diction of prophecy, signify men of rank and dignity, declares | 
it to be so clear and evident, that he should not have thought 
it necessary to have said a single word on the import of these 
expressions, had not some very improperly annexed to them a 
literal interpretation. ‘ 

**T may add, that in the symbolic longuage of antiquity, the . 
sun always stood for a monarch or for monarchy; whilst the 
moon and the.stars represented persons of inferior but elevated 
rank in the state. [n proof of this [ shall translate, as doctors 
Moore and Lancaster have done, from the Greek of Achmet. 

SAccording to the Indians, Persians and Exyptians, tho sunis 
invariably interpreted of the person of the king, and the moon . 
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of him who is next in powerto him: Venus refers to the queen, 
and the other stars of largest magnitude to those who are great- 
est with the sovereign.’ Again, in the next chapter, speaking 
of the mode of interpretation established in Persia and in Egypt, 
he says, ‘the multitude of the other greatest stars are to be 
referred tothe men of nobility and opulence, and those who in 
every place-live nearest to the king.’ ” . | 

So much for the import of the symbols in ourtext Lancaster, 
Newton, Sykes, Mede, Sir [saac Newton, Owen, Warburton 
and Maimonides may justly be regarded as the highest human 
authority in the interpretation of prophecy. If, then, these 
illustrious authorities are to be relied upon, and ‘heaven’ means 
government, and ‘the earth’ the people, it must be indisputably 
true thata New Heaven and a New Earth mean New Govern- 
mentand a New People! But, indeed, the context, Isaiah c. 65. 
utterly forbids a more literal interpretation of this language; for 
the creation of the new heavens and earth is made the cause 
why Jerusalem should be glad and rejoice. ‘*But be you glad 
and rojoice in that which I create, for behold I create Jerusa- 
arejoicing, and her people a joy.”—Isaiah 65th ch. 
_ A new order of things, then, is indicated not only by the 
symbols in the prophecies of Daniel and St. John, but also by 
lsaiah in our text. Now, although our eyes may never behold 
this new order of things, yet we shall, we trust, fairly sliow 
that it will certainly take place. es et 

But it is of the nature of logical writing first of all to make out 
its proposition, and afterwards discuss it,--not first to discuss, 
and afterwards make itout. In the preceeding part of this 
essay, then, we have seen that the destruction of the old order 
of things is plainly symbolized in the destruction of the royal 
image, or image of royalty, and of the fierce ten-horned wild 
beast who is ‘‘slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame.”—Dan. 7 xi. We have also seen that a new 
order of things, whatever that may be, is clearly set forth by a 
set of illustrious symbols, namely: the creation of new heavens 
and a new earth. But this is also indicated by the fact that the 
government is given to the saints of the Most High in all the 
earth.—Dan. ch. 7, and also by St. John in the 20th and 2ist 
chapter of his Revelations, parts of which synchronize with. the 
prophecies of Daniel and Isaiah. Our readers, then, will possibly 
think that these things sufficiently demonstrate that a new 
order of things will be introduced; and if so, our proposition is 
already made out, in their judgment at least. But we shall 
supply more proof as we proceed, and if possible, like the sun, 
increase the light as we ascend into our subject. 
[tis a great interesting spectacle to behold a people emerging 
from savage to civilized life; and it is in the highest degree 
_ striking, to see civilization adorning itself with the arts and 
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- ornaments of polished life; but how sublime the change con- 
templated in our text! Not that ofa nation or single people, 
but of the world; nota change from savage to civilized life, but 
the creation of new government and a new people throughout 
the world; a state of society which will outstrip civilization as 
far as civilization itself outstrips barbarism, and the rudest forms 
of savage existence. How desirable then, to obtain a glimpse 
of that land that lays beyond the dominion of the image of royalty! 
To see, even though faintly, the /erra incognita concealed by its 
illustrious and imperial form! How the heart longs to behold 
the earth when no longer destroyed and ravaged by the fierce 
wild beasts of imperial tyranny! When left free to vegetate 
and adorn herself by the unrestrained energies of her own 
bosom, how fair and lovely and glorious! Her children de- 
lighting in her breasts, will make her the source of all things 
useful and ornamental. New scenes willarise. The sunwill 
smile and shine with surpassing lustre; the air will be recreated, 
and all the heavens glow with renewed beauty. Earth will 
set the example; and shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters fill the seas. Thetrue God suall be known 

inalltands. Christianity shall flourish like the green herb, and 
all things shall be full of God and his Christ, ‘“‘and the Kingdom 
shall be the Lord’s.” Let us fear God then, and give glory to 
him, for the hour of his judgment is come; and let us worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the seas, and the fountains of 
water. Letus unite with those who stand before the throne of 
God and the Lamb. Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might unto our 
God for everand ever. Amen, W. Scorr. 


SACRED COLLOQUY.—No. HL 
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST. 


It was a green spot in the wildérness, 
Touched by the river Jordan. The dark pine 
Never had dropped its tassels on the moss 
‘Tufting the ieaning bank; nor on the grass 
Of the broad circle, stretching evenly 
To the straight larches, had a heavier foot 
Than the wild heron’s trodden. 2. Softly in 
Through a long aisle of willows, dim and cool, 
Stole the clear waters with their muffled feet, 
And hushing as they spread into the light, 
_Circled the edges of the pebbled tank 
Slowly then rippled through the woods away, 
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Hither had come the Apostle of the wild, 
Winding the river’s course. ’°’T was near the flush 
Of eve, and with a multitude around, 

Who from the cities had come out to hear, 

He stood breast-high amid the running stream, 
Baptizing athe Spirit gave him power. 

His simple raiment was of camel’s hair, 

A leathern girdle close about his loins, 

His beard unshorn, and for his daily meat 
The Jocust and wild honey of the wood; 

But like the face of Moses on the mount . 
Shone his wrapt countenance, and in his eye 
Burned the mild fire of love; as he spoke 

The ear leaned to hid, and persuasion swift 
To the chained spirit of the listener stole. 


Silent upon the greén and sloping bank 

The people sat, and while the leaves were shook 

With the birds dropping early to their nests, 

And the gray eve came on, within their hearts — 

They mused, if he were Christ. The rippling stream 

Still turned its silver courses from his breast, 

As he divined their thought. but baptize,” 

He said, ‘‘with water, but there cometh One, 

The latchet of whose shoes [ may not dare 

Even to unloose. He will baptize with fire 

And with the Holy Ghost.”’ 6. And lo! while yes 

The words were on his lips, he raised his eyes, 

And onthe bank stood Jesus. He had laid 

His raiment off, and with his loinsalone | a 

Girt with a mantle, and his perfect limbs, ; 

In their angelic slightness, meek and bare, 

He waited to goin. 7. But John forbade; © 

And hurried to his feet and stayed him there, — 

And said, **Nay, Master! [ have need of thine, 

Not thou of mine!” And Jesus with a smile 

Of heavenly sadness, met his earnest looks, 

And answered, ‘Suffer it to be so now; 

For thus it doth become me to fulfil 

Allrighteousness.” And leaning to the stream, 

He took around him the Apostle’s arm, 

And drew him gently to the midst. | 

The wood 
Was thick with the dim twilight as tie» came 

Up from the water. With his clasped hands 

- Laid on his breast, th’ Apostle silently 


Followed his Master’s steps,—when lo! a light, 


. Bright as the ten-fold gloryofthe sun, 
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Yet lambent as the softly burning stars, 

Enveloped them, and from the heavens away, 
Parted the dim blue ether, like a veil; 

And asa voice, fearfal exceedingly, | 

Broke from the midst, ‘‘Thisis my much-loved Son, 
In whom [ am well-pleased,” a snow-white dove, 
Floating upon its wings, descended there, 

And sheding a swift music from i:s plumes, 
Circled, and fluttered to the Savior’s breast.’’ 


Mr. Stansbury: The baptism of Christ is the beginning of 
Christianitv; for although some confound the law with the 
gospel, and begin the latter with the former, at Mt. Sinai, tho’ 
others carry the commencement of our religion back to Abra- 
ham’s time, and to the fall, and even into eternity itself, yet ee 
there can be little doubt with any one who seriously and im-_ 
partially reflects upon this point, that our religion commenced i: 
with the baptism of our blessed Redeemer at Jordan. Here it ie 
it was that the Holy Spirit marked him out as the oft-promised i 
and long-expected Messiah; and here it was that-God recog | 
nized him as the beloved, in the ever-to-be-remembered 
words, **Behold ! my Son, the beloved, in whom I delight.”— 
Matthew 3d ch. 


Josephine: May I take the liberty to inquire, Mr. Stansbury, te 
whether the baptism of our Lord has been deemed a subject ie 
worthy of the Spirit of Prophecy to look at? Was his immersion 
foretold in the ancient Scriptures ? 
_ Mfr. Stansbury : Not in so many words, my sister; but the — 
great facts which transpired at his immersion, were looked at, ae 
. and spoken of in a very clear manner indeed. | la 

Charlotle: To what do you refer sirt To John’s appearance se 
in the gathering to him, at Jordan, of the Jewish nation ? ao 
Mr. Stansbury: Not particularly; and yet these things were ae 
certainly foretold in very striking terms: but I alluded more ae 
particularly to the descent of the Holy Spirit, and to God’s if 
acknowledging him for his Son, the Beloved. | 
Mr. Locke: Would you have the goodness, sir, to refer us 
to the place in the prophets where these things are mentioned, 
for although [ have read of the appearance of John as Elijah, 
and as the lamp o! God’s Anointed, and the harbinger, and also 
as one crying in the wilderness, yet [ do not reeollect of any 
assaze speaking of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
essiah, or any-text in the ancient Oracles predicting that God 
would recognize Messiah as his Son. } 
Mr. Stansbury: And yet, my dear brother, you will allow that 
it was important the Messiah should be marked outin the most  —_— 
definite manner, do you nai? 
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Mr. Locke: Assuredly: every thing depended on this: any 
uncertainty here would have been to have unsettled the whole 
business, or rather, to have left the whole business unsettled. 

Mr. Stansbury: You will remember also that it became ne- 
cessary to describe the rank or quality of the Messia}, if it were 

culiar, that is, it was proper we should know something of 
— nature, whether it were that of a man or angel, or God’s 

n. 

Mr. Locke: Unquestionably. The Lord of the vineyard said 
at last. **[ willsend my son; it may be they will reverence him 
when they see him.” If Messiah were the Son of God, as we 
all believe he is, it was most proper.that mortals should know it, 
and [ doubt not there is a real difference between the import of — 
this and ‘‘Son of God.” The first of these has always sug- 
gested to me the royal offlces with which the Redeemer is 
clothed; while the latter indicates simply the relation which 
subsists between God and his Messiah. Am I correct sir? 

Mr Stansbury: You are correct, my brother; but 1 was about 
to refer you to the Scripture of the prophets touching the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit. The following from [saiah I regard as 
being directly tothe point. ‘*Behold my servant whom [ will 


' uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth. I have put 


my spirit upon; he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.”’ 
Josephine: Mr. Stansbury, {[ have sometimes thought that 
like the Ethiopian, it was impossible for me to understand the 
prophets.unlessone should guide me. Do you feel so! | 
Mr. Stansbury: The subject of the interpretation of prophecy 


is one of extraordinary difficulty: I never feel safe but as I am 


guided by the Holy Spirit in this important matter. Unless the 
n of inspiration has first of all touched the passage, there is 
but little safety in meddling with it; but if an Apostle or Evan- 
gelist or New Testament writer has shed light upon it by ap- 
lying to it the event to which it reters, we are secure in using 
i; it es been redeemed in this way for our benefit. , 
Charlotte: And does the citation you have just made, stand 
as one of those passages which the spirit of the New Testament 
nas marked out as referring to Messiah! 
_ Mr. Stansbury: It does, my sister; and has been quoted 
largely by the Evangelist as descriptive of Christ. We learn 
from a portion of this prophecy the Messiah was to prosecute 
his conquests in great quietude, and unlike those bloody war- 
riors who achieved their victories by the thunders of war, the 
spear and the torch, he was to go forth conquering and to con- 
quer, meek, and having salvation. ‘*He shall not strive nor 
ery, neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets; a 


~ bruised reed shall he not break, a smoking flax he shall not 


quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory. And he shall 
show judgment unto the Gentiles.” Seeing then the whole 
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passage has been applied by the Apostle to Christ, we hazard 
nothing by applying its several parts to those events in the life 
of Christ, which naturally and evidently respond to them. 
And, seeing it is promisea of the Most High in this prediction, 
that lie would put his spirit upon the Messiah; and since history 
furnishes an occurrence every way adequate in its greatness to 
the terms of the prophecy, we run no risk of evil or error, when 
we explain the prophecy by the event, and in this way say that 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Messiah at his baptism, 
is an eventin the life of Christ predicted by the prophets. 

Mr. Locke: Your observations, sir, are extremely satisfac- 


tory. lam happy to learn that so little room is left for speculation, 


and for such as may.be disposed to imaginativeness, and haz- 
ardous exposition. To suffer ourselves to be guided in these 
divine and profound matters by the Spirit who dictated them, 
must be as becoming as it is safe; for who should know their 
- depth so well as he? The apostle indeed, has informed us that 
no man knoweth the things of God, (by which I presume he 
means the ancient prophecies) save the Spirit of God. May I 
ask, sir, whether this New Testament commentary upon the 
Old, whether this authoritave explanation of the ancient oracles 
- of the New Testament writers takes the widest possible range, 
and touches every prediction? Or. does it limit itself to the 
prophecies which relate tothe Messiah and the Jews! is 
Mr. Stansbury: The New Testament embraces a vast fund 
of inspired commentary, so vast indeed that it has left untouched 
no thing affecting the fortunes either of the church or the 


world. It has even commented upon unfulfilled prophecies, 


for the book of Revelations is but a commentary on those of 
Daniel. It was proper, however, that a commentary which 
reached even to the unfulfilled portions of the Jewish predic- 
tions should be in this part itself obscure, for it is not the inten- 
tion of the Holy Spirit by prophecy to make prophets, and to 
unsettle society by interfering with the gradual progress of 
human history. But we are already carried far away by gener- 
alities from the specials which weintended should this evening 
engage our attention. The rule we have adopted for our 
guidance being applied to the case before us, we are perfectly 
safe in saying that in the 46th chapter of Isaiah it was clearly 
predicted that God would put his spirit upon Messiah, and in 
this manner point him out to the Jewish nation. 

Charlotte: Your explanation, Mr. Stansbury, is perfectly 
satisfactory: may I again presume to enquire whether the 
-acknowledgment of him by our heavenly Father, as his gon, is 


among those events or facts which have been deemed worthy 


of the pen of prophecy? Did the prophets foretel that that God 
would recognize Messiah as his son ? 
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Mr. Stansbury: I respond to these two questions which have 
come before us this evening, with more than ordinary pleasure, 
because of their intimate connection with the beginning of our 
religion. Much, my dear children, depends upon starting 


aright in the profession of the hoiy gospel; but 1 deem this im- 


sible unless a man will admit first of all, that to believe Jesus’ 
to be the Christ the Son of God, is the great article of belief, the 
Creed in our religion. Let a person be persuaded of the truth 
of this great proposition, and when he has admitted it, let him — 
understand its vital importance in the Christian system—let 
him feel that in believing this, he has admitted the great soul- 
Saving article in our religion, and then the man is ready to com- | 


mence the profession of Christianity. To come to the matter _ 


before us, however, whether the Most High promised publicly 
to recognize Messiah as his Son? Our time is up; the settle- 
ment of the question must be postponed, I hope at our next 
meeting to have the pleasure and privilege of fully satisfying 
the mind of my beloved Charlotte on this question. 


‘Now sunk thesun; thé closing hour of day 
Came onward, mantied o’er with sober gray; | 
Nature in silence bid the world repose.” oe oe 
8. 


“GET THEE BEHIND ME SATAN.” 


This expression has passed into our mother tongue: it has 
become proverbial with Christians ; and hence we fail, perhaps, 
to feel its force, as it is probably used by our Redeemer. Ina 
word, may it not be spoken with a direct but delicate allusion 
to the original theatening in which, although Satan was to be 
destroyed by the deliverer of mankind, he was, nevertheless, to 
bruise his heel? Get thee behind meSatan.’ The broad and 
vulgar offer of the government of the world, made by the Devil 
on the occasion, was too palpable; there was to be found in 
Christ nothing that the wicked one could avail himself of. 
Satan was to succeed only in a manner disgraceful to lhimeelf ; 
that is, by coming behind bim—bruising his heel. There is 


- something in the very language of the original threatening that 


suggests foul play. The words ‘behind me,’ perhaps brings it 
out. Getthee behind me. Open attack the Saviour could 
stand, but even with all his excellence, he bad to fall before — 
secret machination. Whocan stand before envy! The Scribes 


and Pharisees, the priests and rulers possessed the power of 


killing: to them Satan resorted, they became his instruments, 
his tools, his wretched accessories; and the plot went on till 
ruin overtook them all, and Jerusalem was conflagrated. 
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OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 


PERFECTION OF THE CHURCH.—No. XXIV. 


We are told by the holy apostle, Ephesians 4th ch., that the 
first ministers of the Christian church were inspired for the 
purpose of fitting the saints themselves finally to minister to, 
and edify the body, in order that all, both Jews and Genti'es, 
showid by a unity of faith, reach the stature of perfect manhood 
in Christ Jesus, and consequéntly be no longer carried about 
by every wind of docirine, and the cunning craftiness of such 
as lay in wait to deceive. [iis a vigorous profession of the 

ospel, then—astrong and manly character for godliness, which 
Dirins the end and purpose of our ecclesiastical organization, £0 
that the perfection of the church is subordinate and subservient 
to individual perfection, and is intended to facilitate, and if 
possible, bring it about. From this fact we derive the obligation 
of all disciples to wait on God in the order and ordinances of 
the church. It issaid-of twoof the saintsof old, that they were 
bo‘h righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But if the perfection of 
individua! character depends in an eminent degree upon our 
regular atrendance upon the ritual of the Christian religion, and 
our obligation to rerder this homage to it is enforced by the 
—golenn consideration that we are thus dependent upon it for 

improvement and perfection, then the obligation is reciprocal, 
and that ritoal must be fairly and fally instituted and continued 
in the Christian church. Spurious order, factitious 
impertect organization and other matters not harmonizing with 
the end to be accomplished, must be attended by a like unfor- 
tunate resultin the development of character among the mem- 
bers of the community, and the reputation of the church must 
euffer in public estimation accordingly. 
To understand the force and influence which the church 
exerts in facilitating the perfection of her several members, 
therefore, we must see that @be herself is perfected, whatever 
this mav mean. She mas' stand complete in faith and order, be- 
ing entire, wanting nothing, and having in her nothirg super- 
fluons, nothing human, A small defect in the premises, ma 
lead to vast errors inthe conclusion. Like the Christian Sail, 
the Christian ordinances have been formed, and given by one 
who perfectly understood what was best for us; and therefore 
it is due to our own necessities that we have the church or- 
ganized after a primitive and original manner. Perhaps it is 
because the connection subsisting between the organiza'ion of 
the church and our character is not seen and felt, thatso little 
practical regard is had to this matter. But few churches, com- 
paratively care much about order; and perhaps there is not one 
organized with a direct view to the completion of ber memLers 


in all the will of God. But let us Suppose irregularity or de- 
6 | 
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fectiveness in a church touching a single ordinance, say, the 
reading Of the scriptures, the supper, mutual exhortation, | 
praise, teaching, prayer or any other eeclesiastical ordinance. 
he effect upon the members individually must be in the ratio 
of thatdefectiveness. The apostle bids us not forsake the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is’ In 
these days we require also to be told ‘to keep the ordinances 
as he delivered them to us.” Togo toachurch where the 
order instituted by heaven, is. neglected or superceded, cannot | 
possibly be so profitable as to attend that assembly where all 
things exist as ordered by divine appoiniment. 
But observe, it is perfeeily possible to ho'd toa true faith, and 
a false practice, to be right in principle and wrong in fact, or in 
other wordstoobey the original gospel of Christ—and neglect the 
order instituted in his church. A new people with old prac- 
tices, however, is like new wine in old bottles, or a new 
patch on an old garment Who can say how much is lost 
to the man of God—the disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
that church in whieh the ordinance of mutual exhortation is 
neglected, or attended to after the most defective manner? Or 
who can vouch for the amount of good which might result to 
him from this ordinance duly attended to? ‘*Exhort one another 
daily, and so much the more as you see the day approaching.’’ 
—Heb. 10th ch. Butour purpose in this brief and preliminary 
paper issimply to state that there is unquestionably a direct and 
Dtimate connection between the order of the church and the 
individual perfection of her members. 


MORMON BIBLE.—No. II. 


- We have had a visit of the Mormons. There came hither a 
few weeks ago, according to 4 previous appointment, a Mr. 
Lummerce, a preacher of this sect. The topic was the Millen- 
nium, of course; and we attended, with the rest of our good 
citizens. .The views delivered were precisely those of Win- 
chester, afterwards retailed in a contracted form bv Elias Smith. 
In conclusion, he engaged to prove at asubsequent meeting, 
that the Mormon Eible had been asubjectof prediction with the 
Jewish propbets.. At tois juncture we could not resist the 
temptation. which his words afforded us of asking him tor the 
texts to which he intended to reter for authority. He gave us 
them to the amount of perhaps halfadozen. The curiosity of 
the people was excited, and at the succeeding meeting the 
house was crowded. After his thundering harangue we sat 
down coolly.and examined his texte, as we say, one by one. | 
The first of them. which we heard, was in Ezekiel c. 37, verses 
xvi and xvii Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, 
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and write upon it, ‘*For Judah, and for the Children of Israet, 
his companions.’’ Then take another stick, and write upon it, 
**For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the House of 
Israel, hiseompanions.”” And join them one to another unto 
one stick, and they shall become one stick in thine hand.” It 
is known to our readers, no dondt that the nation of Israel was 
dismembered in the days of Rehoboam theson of Solomon. This 
schism was the source of unnumbered woes to both parties, for 
they continued to vex each other till the moment that God 
carried the ten tribes into Assyria. The intention of Ezekiel’s 
prophecy then, is to promote the hopes of God’s people, who 
were siill existing in the nation, by giving them assurances 
that the time was coming when the tribes should again be 
united, and form but one reople, or to use God’s own words: 
‘*[ will make them one nation—they shall be no more two na- 
tions, neither shall they be diviaed into two kingdoms any 
more at all.”—v. 22. But what doos ourreader imagine the two 
sticks or sceptres signified in the hand of our sagacious Mor- 
mon? I[ will tell him. He vouched then with much sound and 
little sense, that the two sticks signified was our Bible and the 
Book of Mormon!! whichin these latter days were like the 
two sceptres in the handsof the prophet, to become one Book for 
converting the world—to Mormonism of course, and for the 
bringing back of the Jews to their own land! We need not 
tell the reader that this commissioned officer of Jeseph Smith, 
Jr., supplied us in this place with two sticks to break his own 
head with. It was enough: all his other references were 
equally pertinent, and equally impertinent; the people per- 
ceived the imposture, and like acandlein the socket, Mormon- 
ism expired on the floor of the schoolhouse, where it had been 
for a few incetings lighted up. But this only by the way. | 

We promised toshow to our readers that this vulgar imposture 
of the Mormon Bible had anticipated Christianity by hundreds 
of years, and had described the aborigines of the American con- 
tinent as being possessed of all its peculiar privileges, principles 
and ordinances loag before the divine institution was brought 
into existence by its proper author, our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
this will we do, if God permit. | 

We have had ourselves, during last year, touching the name 
Christian, somewhat of a contention, characterized on a!l sides _ 

thas with too great intensity of feeling. Had King Ben- 
amin ef the Golden Bible been our dictator, he would have 
setiled the business in shortorder. When he had resigned the 
government in favor of his son Mosiah, and was about to go 
the way of all the earth, he promised to give his people a name. 
Weil; the time ¢ame for imposing upon them the promised cogs 
nomen; and what does our reader imigine King Ben selected 
for the grand appellation? He chose Christian. ‘And now,’ 
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said his kingship, ‘‘it shall come to pass that whosoever shall 
not take upon them the name of Christ, must be called by some 
other nama; therefore he findeth himself on the left hand of 
God. And [ woutd that you should remember also that this is 
the name that | said [ should give unto you.” Here, then, is 
the name of Christ imposed witha vengeance. Condemnation 
is declared to be the fate of all such as should refuse to wear it. 
And mark, reader, all this took place 124 years before Christ. 
came, and ere the name Christian was ever uttered on earth. 
King Benjamin wasa preacher as well as a prince. and on one 
Occasion is said to have acquitted himself with such astonishing 
success, that his audience, like that of the late Mr. Whitfield’s 
is described, as crying out in an azony of penitence, **O have 
mercy, and apply the atoning blovi of Garist, that we may 
receive the forgiveness of oursins, and our hearts be purified; 
for we believe in Jesus Curist the Son of God.’"—page 150. 
Abinadi was a preacher, and held forth in the presence of King 
Noah. But Noah had too much experience to believe without 
evidence, and he ordered his guards to give the prophet his 
miltimus; so they burat him. Bu Alma, a youth belonging to 
the priesthood, picked up the doctrine, and resorting to the 
woods of Mormon, hetaughithem first privately, and afterwards 
publicly, till 204 souls were baptized, and finally 450. These 
formed the first Cristian church, something upwards of a 
dred years before our religion was founded. We shall here 
quote the history of the first Mo:moa baptism introduced by 
Alma. Obdserve, however, that the compiler of this profane 
romince had no settled apprehension of the Clristian baptism 
as being for the remission of sins. This piece of knowledge 
the impostors obtained from Rig ton at a later date than that of 
the publication of their Book. But.here fotlows the baptism: 


‘‘sAnd itcame to pass that he said unto them, behold, here are 
the waters of Mormon; for thus were they called. And now, 
as ye are desirous to come into the fold of Gol, and to be called 
his people, and are willing to bear one another’s burdens, that 
they may be light; yea, and are willing to mourn with those 
that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of cum- 
fort and to stand as witnesses of God at all times, and in 
things, and in all places that ye may be in, even until death, 
that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered wi:h those 
of the first resurrection, that ye may have eternal life. Now I 
say unto you, if this be the desire of your hearts, what have 

ou against being baptized in the name of the Lord, asa witness 
fore him that you have entered intoa covenant with him that 
ye will serve him and keep his commandments? that he may 
pour out his spirit more abundantly upon you. And now, when 
the people had heard these words, they clapped their hands for 
joy, and exclaimed, this is the desire of our hearts.” | | 
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And now it came to pass that Alma ‘ook Helam, he beingone 
of the first, and went and stood forth in the water, and cried, 
saying, O Lord, pour out thy spirit upon thy servant, vatha 
may do this work with holiness of heart. And whem he tad 
said these wotds, the spirit of the Lord was apon him, and he 
said Helam, [ baptize thee, having authority from the Almighty | 
God, as a testimony that ye have entered into a covenant to 
serye him until you are dead, as to the mortal body; and may 
the spirit of the Lord be poured out upon you: and may he 
grant unto you eternal life, through the redemption of Ctirist, 


whom he has prepared from the foundation of the world. © Aud 
after Alma had said these words, both Alma and Helam were 
buried in the water; and they arose and’ecame forth out of the 
water rejoicing, being filled with the spirit. And again, Alma 
took another, and went forth asecond time into the water, and 
baptized him according to the first, only he did not bury himself 
again in the water. And after this manner he did baptize 
every one that went forth to the place of Mormon; and they 
were in number about 204 souls; yea, and they were ba pticed 
_in the waters of Mormon, and were filled with the grace of God: 
and they were ealled the ehurch of God, or the church of 
Christ, from that time forward. | 
And it ‘came to pass that whosoever was baptized by the 
power and authority of God, was added to hischurch.” => 
Of such stuff is this miserable and profane romance,—the 
Golden Bible, composed, fitted, it may be, to deceive the un-. 
judging, but certainly utterly ineapahle, of commanding the 
beliefofany human being who has the least desire to be guided 
by proof and truth. We once conversed with the impostor 
himsetf. He gave us, on the wharf at Cincinnati, his experi- 
ence, and when we heard: it, we could not refrain from telling 
him in answer, that there was not an old Methodist lady in the 
the community, who would not, if put tothe proof, tell a better: 
story, The Book of Mormon, in spirit, matter and form, is, to 
all intents and purposes, worthy of Joseph Smith, Jr.,—its. 
_Batywhat we wish our reader to observe by the quotations 
made from the profane Book of Mormon, is this, that the name. 
of Christ, the peculiar principles and doctrines of the gospel, 
baptism, and all ather matters reeorded there as having been 
taught in America before, long before they had any existence: 
on the other continent, and hundreds of years betore Christ, 


came upon earth. W.. Scort, 


Presbyterian Minister:— You deny experimental religion. 
Christian:- Indeed, sir, we don’t: you are misinformed; I - 

pledge myself for it, 6* 
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_Pr- But, sir, [ had one of your preachersin my meeting house 
a pdt ago, and | heard him. wih my own ears Jutta experi- 
mental religion, 

Chr:-No doubt you had a. preacher i in your meeting house at 
the time specified; and that he must-have been speaking upon 


experimental religion is not tobe questioued, because you have 


said so, but that he should have ridiculed it, is clear proof that 
was not one of our preachers, 

“Pr: - Sir, he reasoned with us for instant submission to the 
gospel oa baptism while reasoning was good, Is not this the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic of your preachers. 

Chr:-I: 18: but it is characteristic of others who are not of our 
preachers. 

r:-Who may they be’ 
* Pri-Abt He wasnoMormon. Your brethren were present and 


3 were glad to hear his offensive harangue. 


_ Chr:—Well, Mr T, admitting that my brethren were presentand 
you also, you will allow that [ was not present, and consequent- 
ly that | am unable either to justily.or condemn the speaker but 
upon evidence, I dare judge ouly by the mouth of two or three - 
‘ witnesses, and in the absence of these my judgment can amount 


only to an opinion; opinion in cas | is that you 


are wrong. 
Pr:-Well, sir, my ears for it, for my ears heard it. 
_Chr:-Who or what pray, was he speaking of, when his aie 
course became offensive 
Pr:-—Why, sir, like you all, he was speaking of Peter and his 
famous Pentecostian discourse. 
Chr:-And did he deny the Christian experience of Petert 
“Pr:-He did not. | 
Pe reer} This is to the point. Did he then ad vert to Peter's 
nase or the experience of others in the scriptures, or any 
"sexperiencet? 
2 Phe admitted that the joy and blessed ness of the con verts 
oh the day of Pentecost was th» best of experience, but sneered 
at the experience of o@r own times. P 
' ‘Chr:Perhaps, Mr. T., the experience of our own timed differs 
somewhat from that of the apostolic times 7 
Pr:-I think not materially. 
-Chr:—Well, suppose we compare notes; sa pose ws we heat the 
experience of some ancient Christian; and afterwards that of a 
modern. Suppose weca!l up the apostle Peter himse'f, or some J 
of his converts! | 
Pr:-Azreed; one of them without a Christian experience, my 
life for it, you will notfind.— — 
Chr:-Lt is said in Acts 2nd. c. 10th. v, that both Jews and 
prosylites were on the ved of Pentecost eon to the gospel 
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by the aposile Peter. Let us suppose that Nicholas a prosylite 
of. Antioch, afterwards one of the seven ;deacons, was. 
‘hem and. we. will, hear him. ago 

cl. Christian and Nicholasa 


Nicholas, you were present on the ‘of Pente- 
cost, and ‘heard Peter’s discourse, did you' not? ve desire to 

Wich:~I was present, and héard Hi discourse, was 
verted by you not, when'you ask my expe- 

mean no more than: you should give us’ a Telation 
of your eonversion. 
1 Nich:-It is stated in the and. c. of the Acts:" At the dodge nt 
of the Holy Spirit, the noise was so'great in’ the direction of 
that part of the city- where the apostles resided, a8 to arouse the 
populace; the commotion could not have been greater, if Jeru- 
salem had been on fire: the body of worshippers fled from the 
temple, aad we foreigners along with them; thousands and tens 
of thousatds crowded and thronged the streets, every one more 

eager than another to learn the cause of the general consterna- 
tion, for a panic seemed to have seized Upon the inhabitants of 
the capital. I at’last reached the spot in the midst of myriads. 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites and dwellers in Mesopotamia, with 
others from every nation under heaven, both Jews and prosylites. 
Peter stood ‘in front of the brethren with the‘other apostles on 
his rightand left. He held forth in a natural and very striking” 

manner, the resurrection of Christ; quoted the prophecies to. 
this point; assured us in terms well chosen, cleatly announced, 
and strongly stated that Jesus, whom we had crucified, was 
the Méssiah. His words fell upon the multitude like the voice 
of the Almighty; they pierced us to the hearts; and We fell be- 
fore the apostle like ripe grain at the touch of the } Feaper. « Ar 
bustle’, penitence, and conversion. 

Chr:+And' what, bro: Nicholas, did your dot version oft 

Wieh:-We Peter and the Test of and: 

Wich:—Not the whole of it. As many as were 

perienced a joy uofelt before. ‘The Spirit, which rested’ 
the apostles, seemed to take hold of every heart; we were 
ted to the original assembly; we continued steadfast in the’ z 
tles’ teaching and other ordinances, and ceased not to, raise | 
God continually; weindulged in unbounded liberality; sotd'our 
scones gave them to the poor, went to the temple, eat aii dran 
rom house ‘to house every day, and enjoyed the favour of all tthe 

people. 

And you simply: elioved and were re in 
the firstinstancet 
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-Chr:=Mr. T. what do thinkora experience; 
is it as good as a modern one!—Or are the effects of anything 
_preached for gospel now precisely the same? Do we in any in- 
stance see what is called conversion overflowing in such. admi- 
rable attention to the ordinances of religion, such unbounded 
generosity to the poor, such hospitality, such spiritual joy and 
spiritual. mindedness? And all this ton simply from the fact 
that the converts had heard, believed, and were baptized. But 
I shall adduce the 8, ae omy of others also, and thereby demon- 
Strate to my brother [’, that far from disbelieving in Christian 
experience, we maintain it in its purest and least suspected 
forms, namely; as it was enjoyed by the first converts to our 
religion—the apostles, the saints in Jerusalem, in Judea, in 
Samaria, and among the Gentiles. Bro. $s do san believe in 
souls as a belag genuine? 


a 


_A SCENE IN BETHLEHEM. 
was the name of a ad of quality. in the 
eity.of Bethtehem at the time Herod gave orders. that all the 
children of two years and younger should beslain.. 
Her only and beautiful litle son Absalom was then ‘oieanet 
two years old. She was at this time in her own apartment, by 
the side of her infant, reclining on alow couch, gazing on 
him. with a.mother’s fond. delight; she. gently threw aside 
his. golden. ringlets, and imprinted a kiss on his snowy 
brow, when she was startied by a noise in the street below; she 7 & 
motioned to an attendant to inquire the cause; the servant with. be 
drew, and while she was gone, the lady arose from the couch, _— 
and drawing aside the damask curtains, she saw a soldier pur 
suing a woman with & child in. her arms; when about toturna 
corner of the street, she was met and ‘stopped by another sol- 
dier, who snatched her infant from her arms, and ‘immediately 
cut off its head, hollowing at the top of -his. voice, ‘‘It.is the 
_ command. of his majesty King Herod that all, children. of two 
years and younger shall besiain.” . Allthis was done quicker 
=. than I could write it. The servant came rushing in, and was. 
-abont. relating the cause, when. Buddenly two soldiers entered, 
* ie apartinent of Mariamne, and. walking towards one of 
‘them asked, madam, how oldis your intant?. The distracted 
ther replied, twenty-three months, and, rushing to the conch. 
fainting on her siveping babe. Ina moment she recovered, 
"hen the rude soldiers ad vanced, and seizing her, threw a glance 
Hi@beautiful child. But the foremost of them relaxing 
turning to his companion, ‘how, 
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. Cutoff the head of the beautiful boy,and departed. Tie mother 
sunk upon the floor, and remained insensible about half an 


the creator of heaven andearth. ‘Tis began at Jerusalem; and 


wrouglit in the whole form and character of the religion of the 


gift of the holy spirit,” will unquestionably visit all lands, ane 
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beautiful! Icannot destroy it.’ The other advancing with his 
drawn sword, was about to take its life, when the motlier in 
agony cried, ‘I appeal to Herod.’ The soldiers withdrew, but 
presently returned with the captain of the band, who cried, 
‘The King’s orders must be executed;’ then turning to the 
soldiers, said, ‘Do your duty.” They advanced to the couch, 


hour. hen she recovered, she was lying on abed in another 
apartment, surrounded by her attendants; slie raised her dark 
eyes to heaven, and clasping her hands, said, ‘Thy will be 
done, O Lord;’ and rising from the bed, wen: to the apartment 
of her murdered child, then gently lifting its lifeless body, 
washed the blood from it, and taking the head, placed them 
together in the cradle. Hore she knelt down, and weeping, 
exclaimed inthe language of the psalmist, ‘O myson Absalo.n ! 
my son! my son Absalom! Would to God [| had died for thee, 
O Absalom, my son, my son! She then motioned to her at- 


tendants to withdraw, and shutting the door of the room, we 
saw her no more. E. 


PROGRESS OF THE GREAT AND GOOD PLEA. 


The greatest talents on the earth are employed in gerne. 
law and national policy. Men delight to agitate eartuly ques- — 
tions of great extent and bearing. They feel that their reasonings 
convulse the nations. They perceive that by their advocacy 
empires rise and fall, and thrones and capitals are exalted, or 
moulder into dust, navies ride the deep, and warring armies — 
shake the solid ground. All this flatters their pride,and they 

The greatest plea, however, that has ever been opened on 
earth, that which is worthiest by far of all our powers, both of . 
conception and eloquence, the only eternal plea is that whichis 
opened in the gospe! of Christ for immediate submission to God 


5 


its power and glory was first of all seen in the change which it 


Roman Empire. Its weight and greataess made even Casar 47, 
himstif bow; Constantine was baptized forthe remission of sins. 

This plea for obedience on the spot has been revived of late o ~~ +) 
years, and has set out asecond time to make war against sin. © | | 
and those who commit it; but observe there is no second Rae, , 5 
man Empire tg-be conquered by it, What then is its 
tion? It will at this second effort subjugate the world, the wihel@e= a 
world, and nothing less than the vorld. Yes, the simpiamigm 5. =F 
of ‘*Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall cegeives 
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THE EVANGELIST. 


mankind in all the earth shall, in Christ, enjoy the remission of 
sins and the Holy Spirit through faith. pts 
The experience of 300 years, the history of Christendom since 


the.days of Luther shows us what can and whatcannot be done. 


with the gospel when stated peice-:meal and unseriptrally and 
not directly pled for obedience. It leaves the world uncon- 
quered; it exanimates the whole profession, so that tnoze who fa- 


-vour Christiani:y are not able by anything they can do, to ren- 
der ita real service. The product of the modern pulpit is too 


generally a parade of words, sentences, aud paragraphs so feli- 
citously arranged as to hide their absolute want o: meaning; it 
is the greatest possible numer of words with the least possible 
guantum of sense in them. The lusty and direct plea of the 
apostles is absolutely not argued in any one of these pulpits._ 

hey wantthe point to plead to. They speak of feeling, uot 
obedience; of experience and not submission; of frames and 


not remission. 


Great Conversion, 


None, perhaps, since its revival, bas pled obedience to the 
true gospel with more signal success than the writer of the fol- 


lowing letier, and his associates, : 


Washington, March 4,1 841 ° 


‘Dear Baro. Scotr:—BrotherGano and m yself held a protracted 


meeting at’ Mayslick, commencing on Satarday before the third 
Lord’s day in February, and coniinned:seven days. Brother 


_Rickets, their regular Evangelist, was with us. 


Within that time we gained 81 additions. Some additions 
were made from the Baptists, Presbyterians and Methodists. [ 
never have seen a greater victory achieved in the same time. 
It appears to me that in a few weeks we shall have a union 
there with a majority of the Baptists. 

We have reached a new crisis in Kentucky; and I am con- 
vineed that tie pious of all parties will unite, even if their 
preachers oppose. The Baptists now have it in their power to 

o themse’ves eternal honor, and advance the cause of union a 
hundred fold. Ve have been preaching here several days with 
but little success; but we have had a most respectful hearing. 


‘The prospects for a union witl a majority of the Baptists at 


this place are most flautering. We have gained 6 additions 


here, making in all 87. 


Phis is a glorious New Year's Gift. May the Lord bless us 
on ward during the year 1841 as he has at Mayslick. | I take 


5 fresh courage to contend for the faith. Most affectionately, — 


J. T. Jonnson, 
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OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 


- Dear Bro. Scott: On the 15th of last August,one year ago, 
~Imoved from my residence in Kentucky to this place, where I 
‘found a smali number of disciples, | think seventeen, who bad | 
some two or three weeks previous io my coming, agreed 
to meet together for the purpose of attending to the di- 
vinely authorized order of worship. Soon after our arrival, 
myself, companion, and five of my children united with the 
beloved disciples in this place; and since that time to the pres- 
ent we have continued to meettogether on the first day of every 
week, to break the loaf and to pour the wine in commemor- 
ation of our once euffering, but now exalted and. glorified 
Redeemer.  Extortation, prayer and praise, reading the 
Scriptures and ihe fellowship tor the poor of the congregation 
are unremittingly attended toby the disciples. Er. James Rury ct 
~~ bold is-our elder, and notwithstanding our number and talents 
are small, the good Lord has greatly blessed us, so that we * 
now number thirty-eight, six of whom have been added by 
immersion, the first we have any knowledge of being im- 
Inersed .in this newly-settled country. 
Our religious prespects are good. Had we intelligent and | 
zealous prociaimers, | do think the Ancient Gospe! would 
triumph here as it bas done in Kentucky and many other parts 
of the States, Our congregations are fast increasing, and there 
appears to be a general inquiry for the truth. And could we be — 
favored with an Evangelist for a few weeks, we shall be able to | 
get along to profit. There is some, I think, waiting with 
anxious expectation for some proclaimer to introduce theminto 
the kingdom by immersion. lam anxious to see my dear 
brothers and sisters whom I left; truly the lose of them is hard 
to bear. May the good Lord bless them and preserve then: to 
his heavenly kingdom, is my daily prayer. Thatyour useful life — 
may be prolonged, and you made instrumental mm your old age 
, Of deing much good, isthe desire and praver of yours in hope 
Of a glorious immortality, - 


| | ANSWER. 
Be.ovep Protner:—Health and peace to you throngh Jesus 
Christ. The voice of the church crying from the arms of the 
infant Iowa is touching and precious. May God bless his 
people. May the tender vine which he has planted in the 
wilderness, receive the early and the latter rain, and bud and 
bring forth fruit to the praise of his. glorious grace. Your 
wishes will be granted y@@ only persevere, and the Lord will - 
grant you thelesire of heart. 1am unable at presrentto 
visit lowa; and | know not any one to whom I could say ‘go;’ 
but the Evangelisis will see your letter, the Lord will hear your 
“prayer, and the harvest which is. ripening.ameng you, will 
certainly be reaped. The Lord bless you and all the brethren 


With S 
with you. W. Scott. 
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Please answer, the 


ag ehuirthea be or 
~ 8. Jf by the whole congregak on, | 
“to support the practice? 
| If by the. Eldership, or Presbyiery, 
| ‘sc pture to support. the, 
5. World" it be or reasonable 
Bit ae cise the duties of the office in a eongregation, it faa 
| to the office by mere permissiony the: 
| faith or ‘confidence in the necessity of ingtt 


: 


ist. ABy whom, according to scrintnre,should Eldete 
or Eiehops ofseburches, be ordaiyed ar appointed? 
Answers. You take. for granted ewhat needs. pre that or 43 
and: Minted mean the same thing.’ Thatvelder 
andiappdinted by the chuteh: pecds no but thie 
hority, nor have instanee on record. 
otharthe y <elaimed, or exercised such:auMiority. Theretore, 
_ ehurch the-ordipation appear null and void. - 
~ Ef shit: was. given“to- tie-ehurth, why didehor the 
»Apostles-ted (hem thein-durys. and: not officiate the inselves 
“doing ugghy 
ets Hadtsbeen. stheeduty of “lie church, whiy’ takeit 
ont of their hands, ard dovit themselvest® And why was Titus: 
left. ia: retevowedain eldersiin every eny, ehurhes were 
tthemselvest. ‘Tirns ‘1. 
- Qu 8 ‘are;all. thea anewer to the 


Bro Mo-s, wil preach’ 

3 fier last: Lord’s ‘day onth ran 

Alea ‘at Monn Pleasant on ee 

in April, at 3 qelock, or at ini nes as-it suits the 


| 
ee 
| 
é 
t 
é 
a ; 
a 
7% 


@ 
. 
> 
. 
+ 
¥ 
7 
2 
— 
4 
d 
y 
> 
* 
: 


